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STAFF MEETING MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

COUNTY CITY BUILDING, 555 S. 10TH STREET 
ROOM 112 

THURSDAY, APRIL 22, 2021 
8:30 A.M. 

 
Commissioners Present:  Rick Vest, Chair; Deb Schorr, Vice Chair; Roma Amundson; Sean Flowerday 
and Christa Yoakum 
 
Others Present:  Dave Derbin, Chief Administrative Officer; and Leslie Brestel, County Clerk’s Office 
 
Advanced public notice of the meeting was posted on the County-City Building bulletin board, and the 
Lancaster County, Nebraska, website and emailed to media on April 21, 2021 and published in the 
Lincoln Journal Star print edition and website on April 19, 2021. 
 
The Chair noted the location of the Open Meetings Act and opened the meeting at 8:32 a.m. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 
 
1. APPROVAL OF STAFF MEETING MINUTES FOR APRIL 15, 2021 
 
MOTION:  Yoakum moved and Schorr seconded approval of the April 15, 2021 Staff Meeting 
minutes.  Amundson, Flowerday, Schorr, Yoakum and Vest voted yes.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
2. LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – Joe Kohout and Brennen Miller, Kissel, Kohout, ES Associates LLC 

 
Kohout reviewed the weekly report (Exhibit 1).  On Tuesday, the budget was passed on final reading.  
LB2 (Change the valuation of agricultural land and horticultural land for certain school district taxes) 
was debated.  He added LR14 (Resolution to Congress for convention of the states to propose 
amendments to the United States Constitution), LB131 (Change provisions relating to the enactment 
of ordinances) and LB147 (Change provisions relating to retirement systems for Class V school 
districts) will be discussed tomorrow. 
 
Concerning LB408 (Adopt the Property Tax Request Act), Kohout said he remains confident there are 
not enough votes for cloture on the bill. 
 
He stated there has been an amendment filed on LB271 (Adopt the 24/7 Sobriety Program Act) due 
to concern about judges’ discretionary sentencing options being limited (Exhibit 2). 
 
Regarding LB242 (Provide for county bridges under the Political Subdivisions Construction 
Alternatives Act), Kohout noted the Speaker’s Office has been concerned about the bill’s placement 
on Consent Calendar due to bonding questions.  When asked why the City of Lincoln’s component of 
LB242 passed and the County’s did not, Kohout answered it had to do with the payment component, 
which if the County’s payment component were removed, the essence of the bill would be gone. 
 
Kohout reported LB561 (Rename and change powers and duties of the State Racing Commission, 
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change keno provisions, and provide for sports wagering and change regulation and enforcement of 
gambling activities at licensed racetrack enclosures) was debated on Tuesday.  The bill will go to the 
Governor with a provision for electronic Keno games.  Kohout said there need to be a 2/3 majority 
vote to amend the bill as it was voted on by the people.  The provisions of LB73 (Direct a portion of 
the proceeds from the Nebraska Racetrack Gaming Act to county agricultural societies) were not 
included in LB561. 
 
LB83 (Change the Open Meetings Act to provide for virtual conferencing) passed last Tuesday and 
LB414 (Change provisions of the Political Subdivisions Construction Alternatives Act) went to 
Governor’s desk. 
 
Kohout said an amendment to LB291 (Change provisions relating to property tax protests) was filed 
that said counties could use their own form to capture the same information the State wants (Exhibit 
3). Additionally, an amendment to LB644 (Adopt the Property Tax Request Act) should be filed soon, 
and that language will be forwarded to the Board. 
 
LB557 (Change provisions relating to public records and include body-worn camera recordings in 
certain circumstances) was advanced with an amendment stating the recordings only become public 
record after grand jury proceedings have been completed. 
 
Regarding the budget, the provisions for LB192 (State intent regarding appropriations for law 
enforcement training and certification), LB304 (Appropriate funds to the Nebraska Commission on 
Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice) and LB585 (Appropriate funds for local public health 
departments) went to the Governor. The provisions for LB462 (Appropriate funds to the Department 
of Health and Human Services) were not in the mainline bill, however, in LB2 (Change the valuation 
of agricultural land and horticultural land for certain school district taxes) there is a 2% rate increase. 
 
Due to the timing of possible budget vetoes, Kohout recommended the Board authorize Miller and 
himself to work on any budget overrides.  It was the consensus of the Board to authorize Miller and 
Kohout to work on any overrides concerning Board priorities should they become necessary. 
 
Kohout discussed the adjournment timeline as it relates to interim studies.  He requested the Board 
forward interim study ideas to him before next Thursday.  Miller added the Board will need to have 
an in-depth discussion during the interim about what the sharing of mental health information could 
look like. 
 
Additionally, a comprehensive listing of bills (Exhibit 4), a listing of the Board positions (Exhibit 5), 
and a listing of the Board priorities (Exhibit 6) were provided. 
 
3. HICKMAN FIRE AND RESCUE UPDATE – John Brady, District Chief 
 
Brady voiced his concerns about the growth in the City of Hickman area outgrowing the Hickman 
Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department services, especially the ambulance services with the 
anticipated completion of the South Beltway (Exhibit 7).  He also asked for County assistance with 
grant options to help the department offer the best rescue services to its assigned area.  He 
emphasized the need for funding for a new ambulance, equipment and tools for larger vehicle 
accidents, and a new upgraded radio system.  Derbin will check on American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
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funding opportunities. 
 
Amundson asked how the fire district plans on being able to handle the increased volume.  Brady 
answered there is active volunteer recruiting.  He hopes to have 40 volunteers in the district.  Also, 
there are Mutual Aid agreements with other departments.  The new fire station was built with living 
quarters for the possibility of a part-time fire department. 
 
4. FLEXIBLE SPENDING ACCOUNTS AND ARPA: SURVEY RESULTS – Doug McDaniel, 

Director, Lincoln-Lancaster County Human Resources 
 
McDaniel reviewed the employee survey results.  He noted 861 survey results were sent, with 82 
returned.  Currently, 25 County employees are enrolled in the dependent care plan.  Of the survey 
responses, 29 responded they would be interested in increasing their dependent care plan amount, 
and 53 responded they would not increase their contribution amount.  Of the 29 interested increasing 
their amount, 9 responses came from one agency.  Additionally, 14 of the current participants did not 
respond to the survey. 
 
McDaniel noted there is an administrative cost and process that would need to happen to open the 
enrollment for the program.  Also, the City of Lincoln will not be participating in this initiative. 
 
MOTION:  Yoakum moved and Schorr seconded to move forward with implementing the expanded 
dependent care plan.  Amundson, Flowerday, Schorr, Yoakum and Vest voted yes.  Motion carried 5-
0. 
 
5. COVID-19 UPDATE AND RESPONSE 
 
Vest stated the risk dial has been lowered to low yellow level.  Flowerday added the mask mandate 
will remain in place until the vaccination rate has reach 75%. 
 
6. CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT  

 
A. Claim for Review: Vouchers 721598 through 721600 on batch 265608 to 

Sprint, dated December 17, 2017, February 16, 2018, and July 26, 2019, for a 
total of $350.00. These claims include billing for services performed 2017-
2019. These claims are beyond the 90-day time period (see Neb. Rev. Stat. 
§23-135). 

 
Terry Wagner, Lancaster County Sheriff, and Sara Sump, Administrative Services Officer, said the 
claims are for cell tower information that pertained to criminal cases.  Wagner stated he felt the 
invoices may have been lost during a transition of company ownership. 
 
MOTION:  Flowerday moved and Amundson seconded to move the claim to the next Tuesday 
meeting for Board action.  Amundson, Flowerday, Schorr, Yoakum and Vest voted yes.  Motion 
carried 5-0. 
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B. Reappointment of Dr. John (Dustin) Loy to the Lincoln-Lancaster County 
Board of Health 

 
Derbin reviewed the request (see agenda packet).  It was the consensus of the Board to reappoint 
Dr. Loy to the Lincoln-Lancaster County Board of Health. 
 

C. Appointment of Commissioner Deb Schorr to NACO’s 2021 Elected Officials’ 
Salary Review Committee 

 
MOTION:  Amundson moved and Yoakum seconded to appoint Schorr to the NACO committee.  
Amundson, Flowerday, Schorr, Yoakum and Vest voted yes.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
7. DEPUTY CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT 

 
A. Free HR Webinar: Crucial Conversations: Providing Honest Feedback to 

Employees  
 
It was the consensus of the Board that department heads be forwarded the webinar information and 
have them filter the webinar as they see fit. 
 
8. DISCUSSION OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS ATTENDED 

 
A. New Americans Task Force Meeting – Yoakum 

 
Yoakum reported there was discussion on the resettlement number and that the Gateways for 
Growth Steering Committee will meet this coming Friday. 
 

B. Mutual Aid Meeting – Schorr / Vest 
 
Schorr stated there was ongoing radio upgrade discussion. 
 

C. MPO Technical Committee Meeting – Amundson / Derbin 
 
Amundson said the Transportation Improvement Plan was reviewed including 11 projects for bridges, 
bridge culvert replacements and road resurfacing as well as safety improvements along Saltillo Road 
and 148th Street and Holdrege Streets.  80% of the projects include federal funds.  The 2040-2060 
Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) was modified to include a new paving around Northwest 6th 
Street between I-80 and Northwest Holdrege Street due to the construction of the new high school. 
The 2021-2022 Unified Planning Work program was also discussed. 
 

D. LIBA Elected Officials Forum – Schorr / Vest 
 
Schorr stated there was a presentation on the Certificates of Participation program. 
 

E. District Energy Corporation (DEC) Meeting – Schorr / Flowerday / Derbin 
 
Flowerday reported there was discussion on authorizing the DEC Chair to authorize emergency 
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repairs with a defined dollar limit.  Lincoln Electric System (LES) purchasing powers and contracts will 
be utilized.  Schorr added there was a presentation on purchasing natural gas.  Also, there was a 
discussion on the possibility of the Air Park Recreational Center becoming a DEC site.   
 
Schorr noted the updated DEC interlocal agreement and DEC bylaws need to be advertised for a 
prescribed number of days, so that process will be brought to the Board at a future date. 
 
OTHER MEETINGS ATTENDED 
 
Public Building Commission 
 
Amundson said a security report and refrigerator policies were discussed.  Also, the County Attorney’s 
Office remodel project and the law enforcement memorial were reviewed.  Information on Building 
232 was sent to the Board.  She also noted there was a uniformity of standards meetings attendance 
meeting in which standardizing the seating arrangement for members of the public was discussed. 
 
Nebraska Association of County Officials (NACO) Call with Governor Ricketts 
 
Schorr stated there was discussion on the Second Amendment and the 30 by 30 initiative by 
President Biden that 30% of all land will be in conservation mode by 2030. 
 
9. SCHEDULE OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS 
 
For informational purposes only. 
 
10. EMERGENCY ITEMS 
 
There were no emergency items. 
 
11. ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION:  Schorr moved and Flowerday seconded to adjourn at 10:12 a.m.  Amundson, Flowerday, 
Schorr, Yoakum and Vest voted yes. Motion carried 5-0. 
 

 




































































































































































































































































































